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PLIVA launches risperidone, paroxetine and torasemide 
 
 

PLIVA d.d. ("PLIVA") is pleased to announce that it has launched a generic version of risperidone 
in Poland, under the trademark Risset. Risperidone is a drug for the treatment of psychotic disorders 
and symptoms such as hallucination, delusions and hostility.  
 
PLIVA's Risset is sold at a more affordable price than the original drug, benefiting both patients and 
state budget. The recently introduced legislation on therapeutic substitution has resulted in a 
positive early off-take of the product. According to IMS data for 2002, sales of risperidone reached 
US$ 23.1 m in Poland. 
 
Apart from Poland, PLIVA has already launched a generic version of risperidone (Risset) in Croatia 
in May. According to MIS data for 2002, Croatian sales of risperidone were US$ 2.5 m. 
Additionally, PLIVA obtained marketing approval grant for risperidone in Slovakia and expects 
further grants on other CEE markets.  
 
PLIVA also launched a generic version of paroxetine in Croatia at the beginning of July, under the 
trademark Deprozel. Paroxetine is a drug for treatment of depression and obsessive-compulsive, 
panic and social anxiety disorder. According to MIS data for 2002, sales of paroxetine amounted to 
US$ 2.0 m in Croatia. 
 
PLIVA also launched a generic diuretic - torasemide - in the UK. This represents the first launch 
that PLIVA obtained for torasemide N, a product based on proprietary crystal form, proving 
PLIVA's capabilities in solid state chemistry. Due to the fact that PLIVA has developed its own 
polimorph form of the drug, it has the right to launch and sell torasemide as a generic three years 
prior to the patent expiry. According to IMS data for 2002, UK sales of torasemide were US$ 0.5 m. 
The UK is the reference member state for MRP (mutual recognition procedure) for torasemide in 
other European Union member states.  
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